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Notes

F Adiantum pedatum Maidenhair fern Habitat for lizards, frogs, 
turtles Y x x x x 1-2' x x x x

F Athyrium  asplenoides Lady Fern Habitat for lizards, frogs, 
turtles Y x x x x x 1.5-3' x x x x x x x x Small but easy to grow fern for 

shade

F Dryopteris marginalis Evergreen wood fern Habitat for lizards, frogs, 
turtles Y x x x x 1.5' x x x x x x x x x Tolerates rabbits

F Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive fern Habitat for lizards, frogs, 
turtles Y x x x x x 1-2' x x x x x x x Tolerates rabbits, clay soil, wet 

soil, black walnut

F Osmunda cinnamomea Cinnamon fern Habitat for lizards, frogs, 
turtles Y x x x x x x 2-3' x x x x x x x Tolerates rabbits

F Osmunda regalis Royal Fern
Habitat for lizards, frogs, 

turtles Y x x x x x x 2-3' x x x x x x x x Tolerates rabbits, wet soil

F Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas Fern protection for toads and 
lizards Y x x x 1.5-2' x x x Rocky soil

F Thelypteris novaboracensis New York Fern Habitat for lizards, frogs, 
turtles Y x x x x x 1-3' x x x x x x x x Colonizes rapidly

G Andropogon virginicus Big Bluestem Pollinators, habitat Y x x x Aug-Nov 1-3' x x x x x Tolerates poor soil

G Carex laxiculmus 'Bunny Blue' Blue Wood Sedge Habitat for lizards, frogs, 
turtles

NE 
US x x x x x White May-Jun 1' x x x x x x x x x Tolerates heavy shade, wet soil

G Sorghastrum nutans Indiangrass Pollinators, habitat Y x x x Aug-Sep 6-7' x x x x x

G Carex pennsylvanica PA Sedge Birds Y x x x x x May-Jun .5-1' x x x x x Damp, shady area

G Panicum virgatum Switchgrass Birds, Butterflies Y x x x x x x x Jul-Oct 3-4' x x x x Almost any soil

G Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem Birds Y x x x x Aug-Oct 3-4' x x Erosion control on slope, poor 
dry soil

Gcvr Asarum canadense Wild Ginger protection for toads and 
lizards Y x x x x Brown March 6-12'' x x
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Notes

Gcvr Chrysogonum virginianum Green and Gold Y x x x x Yellow May-Oct .5-1' x x x x x Tolerates heavy shade

Gcvr Gaultheria procumbens Wintergreen Y x x x x White Jun-Aug .25-.5' x Heavy shade, showy fruits

Gcvr Heuchera americana Coral Bell Y x x x x x x White Jun-Aug 1-2' x x x x Drought resistant once 
established

Gcvr Phlox subulata Moss Pinks Butterflies Y x x x x Red, Purple, 
Pink Apr-May 4-6'' x x x stepable plant for pathways or 

patios, rock gardens

Gcvr Tiarella cordifolia 
'Brandywine' Foam Flower Bees, butterflies Y x x x x White Apr-May 8'' x x Tolerates rabbits

Gcvr Tiarella cordifolia 'Oakleaf' Foam Flower Hummingbirds Y x x x x Pink May 8-10'' x x Tolerates rabbits

P Amsonia hubrechtii Threadleaf Blue Star Butterflies Mid 
West x x x Blue 2-3' x x x x Bright yellow fall foliage

P Anemone canadensis Anemone Y x x x x x x White Apr-Jun 12-18'' x x Clay soil, spreads rapidly

P Aquilegia canadensis Columbine Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x x Red/Yellow May-Jun 10'' x x Container and rock gardens

P Asclepias incarnata Swamp milkweed Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x x x White, Pink Jul-Sept 3-4' x x x x Clay soil, Feeds Monarch 

catepillars

P Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed Butterflies Y x x x Pink June-Aug 4' x x x x Creates habitat and food for 
Monarch catapillers

P Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Weed Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x x Orange Jun-Aug 1-2' x x x x x Tolerates dry, rocky soil, 

erosion

P Aster divaricatus White wood aster Butterflies Y x x x x x White Jul-Sept 1-3' x x x x x x x Tolerates drought, shallow 
rocky soil

P Aster laevis Smooth blue aster Butterflies Y x x x x Purple Sept-Oct 2-4' x x x x Tolerates drought, erosion, 
shallow rocky soil

P Aster novae-angliae 'Purple 
Dome' New England aster Butterflies Y x x x x x Purple Sept-Oct 18" x x x x

Tolerates clay soil, can pinch 
back in June/July to reduce 

height
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Notes

P Aster novi-belgii New York aster Butterflies Y x x x x Blue/Purple July-Oct 3-4' x x x x x

P Baptisia australis Blue false indigo Butterflies Y x x x x Purple May-June 4-5' x x x x x x x x Once established will tolerate 
drought

P Chelone glabra White Turtlehead Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x x White Aug-Oct 2-3' x x x Erosion, wet soil

P Chelone lyonii 'Hot Lips' Pink Turtlehead Butterflies NE 
US x x x x x Pink Jul-Sept 2-3' x x x x x x x x Tolerates erosion, wet soil

P Chelone obliqua 'Tiny tortuga' Pink Turtlehead Butterflies NE 
US x x x x x Pink Jul-Sept 2-3' x x x x x x x x Tolerates clay out, wet soil

P Claytonia virginica Spring Beauty Early pollinators Y x x x x White-pink April .5' x

P Coreopsis verticillata Tickseed Butterflies Y x x x x Yellow Jun-Oct 1.5' x x x x

P Dicentra eximia Cutleaf Bleeding 
Heart

Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x x Pink, Purple Apr-Jul 1-1.5' x x Tolerates rabbits

P Eupatorium dubium Baby Joe' Joe Pye 
Weed

Butterflies Y x x x x x Mauve Jul-Sept x x x x Clay soil
P Eupatorium fistulosum Joe Pye weed Butterflies Y x x x x x Pink Jul-Sept 4-7' x x x Tolerates wet soil

P Eupatorium maculatum Joe Pye Weed Butterflies Y x x x x x Mauve Jul-Sept 4-6' x x x x x x x

P Eupatorium perfoliatum Common Boneset Butterflies Y x x x x x White Jul-Sept 2-6' x x x Tolerates clay soil and wet soil

P Eupatorium purpureum Joe Pye weed Butterflies Y x x x x x Pink Jul-Sept 5-7' x x x Tolerates wet and clay soil

P Geranium maculatum 
'Espresso'

Cranesbill Butterflies Y x x x x x x Pink, Purple Apr-May 15'' x x x Rabbit, Deer, Drought, Dry 
Soil

P Helenium autumnale Yellow Sneezeweed Butterflies Y x x x x Yellow Aug-Oct 3-5' x x x x x x x x Tolerates clay and wet soil

P Helianthus divaricatus Woodland sunflower Birds, Butterflies Y x x x x Yellow July-Sept 2-6' x x x x x x x Tolerates drought
P Heliopsis helianthoides Ox-eye Sunflower Butterflies Y x x x x Yellow June-Aug 3-6' x x x x x Clay or rocky soil, erosion
P Hepatica americana Hepatica Early pollinators Y x x x White, Blue Mar-Apr .5-.75'' x x x x
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Notes

P Heuchera americana Coral Bells Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x x x x Green-White Jun-Aug 1-2' x x x x x x x x

P Iris cristata Dwarf crested iris Hummingbirds, bees NE 
US x x x x x x Purple April <1' x x x x x x x x Tolerates drought

P Iris versicolor Blue Flag Iris Butterflies NE 
US x x x x x Purple May-Jun 2-3' x x x x Wet roots

P Juncus effusus Common Rush Y x x x Jun-Sep 2-3' x x x Wet roots

P Liatris microcephala Dwarf gayfeather Butterflies, Birds, 
Hummingbirds

NE 
US x x x x x Purple July 2' x x x x x x x x Tolerates drought

P Liatris spicata Gayfeather Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds, Birds E US x x x Purple Jul-Aug 2-4' x x x x x

Clay Soil, Drought tolerant, 
Tolerant of summer heat and 

humidity

P Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal Flower Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x x x Red Jul-Sep 2-4' x x x x x

Tolerates rabbits, Need part 
shade in dryer conditions, 
needs constant moisture

P Lobelia siphilitica Blue Cardinal 
Flower

Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x x x x Blue Aug-Sept 3-4' x x x x x

Tolerates sun more than 
cardinal lobelia, needs 

constant moisture

P Phlox divaricata Woodland phlox Hummingbirds, 
butterflies Y x x x x Blue, White April/May <1' x x x x x x Tolerates drought, clay soil

P Phlox stolonifera Creeping phlox Early pollinators NE 
US x x x x Purples/Pink

s April/May <1' x x x x x x x Tolerates rabbit, drought, air 
pollution

P Phlox subulata Moss Pinks Butterflies Y x x x x Pinks, 
Purples Apr-May x x x Drought tolerant, Erosion, Air 

Pollution

P Polemonium reptans Jacob's Ladder Native Bees Y x x x x x Blue Apr-May 12'' x
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Notes

P Polemonium reptens 'Stairway 
to Heaven'

Variegated Jacob's 
Ladder Native Bees Y x x x x Blue Apr-May 15-18'' x

P Pycnanthemum muticum Hoary Mountain 
Mint

Butterflies, beneficial 
insects Y x x x x x White/purple Jul-Sept 3' x x x x x x Tolerates drought, erosion

P Rudbeckia fulgida var fulgida Black eyed Susan Butterflies Y x x x x Yellow Jun-Oct 2-3' x x x x x x

P Rudbeckia lacinata Cutleaf coneflower Butterflies Y x x x x Yellow July-Sept 2-9' x x x x x x

P Rudbeckia triloba Brown eyed Susan Butterflies Y x x x x Yellow July-Oct 2-3' x x x x x x x x x Tolerates drought

P Sanguinaria canadensis Bloodroot Early pollinators Y x x x x x White Mar-Apr .5-.75 Drought tolerant

P Sisyrinchium angustifolium Blue eyed grass Early pollinators NE 
US x x x Purple May-June 1' x x x x x x

P Solidago caesia Blue Stem 
Goldenrod Butterflies Y x x x x x Yellow Aug-Sept 3' x x x Clay soil

P Solidago canadensis  'Little 
Lemon' Goldenrod Butterflies, 

Hummingbirds
NE 
US x x x Yellow Aug-Oct 8-14'' x x x x Container gardens

P Solidago rugosa Wrinkleleaf 
goldenrod Butterflies Y x x x x Yellow Sept-Oct 3' x x x x x x Tolerates clay and wet soil

P Tradescantia 'Sweet Kate' Spiderwort E US x x x x x Purple May-Jul 1' x x x x x x

P Vernonia novabonariensis Ironweed Butterflies Y x x x x Purple Aug- Sept 4-7' x x x x x Dry sun, drought tolerant

S Aronia arbutifolia Red chokeberry Hairstreak butterflies 
and moths, birds Y x x x x x x White April 6-8' x x x x x

Birds eat berries after they've 
frozen, making them less 

astringent. Tolerates erosion 
and clay soil
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Notes

S Aronia melanocarpa Black Chokeberry Butterflies, mason bees, 
bumblebees, birds Y x x x x x White May 3-6' x x x x x x

Birds eat berries after they've 
frozen, making them less 

astringent. Tolerates erosion 
and clay soil

S Callicarpa americana Beautyberry Bees, butterflies, Birds SE 
US x x x x x Pink Jun-Aug 3-6' x x x x x x Gorgeous purple berries in fall

S Calycanthus floridus Sweet shrub Butterflies, sap beetles, 
bees S US x x x x Maroon Apr-Jul 6-12' x x x x x x Fragrant flower, tolerates clay 

soil

S Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush Birds Y x x x x x White July-Aug 5-12' x x x x Tolerates erosion and wet soil

S Clethera alnifolia 
'Hummingbird' Summersweet Butterflies, bees, 

hummingbirds S US x x x x x x x White Jul-Aug 2-4' x x x
Tolerates dry soil, erosion, clay 

soil, wet soil, blooms well in 
shade

S Clethra alnifolia 'Einstein' Summersweet Butterflies, bees, 
hummingbirds

SE 
US x x x x x White July-Aug 2-3' x x x x x x x x A shorter, more compact 

variety. Fragrant

S Clethra alnifolia 'Ruby Spice' Sweet pepperbush 
or summersweet

Butterflies, bees, 
hummingbirds Y x x x x x Pink Jul-Aug 4-6' x x x x Tolerates erosion, clay and wet 

soil

S Clethra alnifolia 'Sixteen 
Candles' Summersweet Butterflies, bees, 

hummingbirds Y x x x x x White Jul-Aug 4-5' x x x x Tolerates erosion, clay and wet 
soil

S Corylus americana American hazelnut Birds Y x x x Brown/Red March-Apr 10-16' Tolerates clay soil and black 
walnut, edible nut

S Fothergilla major 'Mt Airy' Dwarf Fothergilla Butterflies, Bees, Birds S US x x x White Apr-May 3-5' x x x x x Nice maroon fall foliage

S Hamamelis virginiana Witch Hazel
Butterflies, Moths, 
Rabbit, Quail and 

Pheasant
Y x x x x x x Yellow Sep-Dec 3-15' x x x x

S Hydrangea arborescens 
'Annabelle' Smooth Hydrangea Hydrangea Sphinx 

Moth, Butterflies Y x x x x x White Jun-Jul 3-9' x x x x x x x

S Ilex glabra Inkberry holly Birds, Bees E US x x x x x White May-Jun 5-8' x x x x x x Rabbit tolerant, Erosion, black 
berry'like drupes in winter
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Notes

S Ilex glabra 'Shamrock' Shamrock holly Birds, Bees E US x x x x x White May-Jun 3-4' x x x x x x Rabbit tolerant, Erosion, black 
berry'like drupes in winter

S Ilex verticillata 'Nana' Red 
Sprite Winterberry Birds NE 

US x x x x x White Jun-Jul 2-3' x x x x x x
Need male pollinator 'Jim 
Dandy' for each 10 plants, 

beautiful red berries in winter
S Itea virginiana 'Henry's 

Garnet'
Henry's Garnet 

Sweetspire Butterflies, Birds E US x x x x x x White June-July 4-5' x x x x Erosion control

S Itea virginiana 'Little Henry' Sweetspire Butterflies, Birds E US x x x x x White

S Kalmia latifolia Mountain Laurel Black bear, ruffed grouse Y x x x x x x White, Pink, 
Red May-Jul 5-15' x x x x x x Stabilizes thin soils and 

erosion areas

S Leucothoe axillaris Coastal Leucothoe Birds, Bees E US x x x x White May 2-4' x x x x x x

S Lindera benzoin Spicebush Spicebush swallowtail, 
butterflies, birds Y x x x x x x White March 6-12' x x x x x Tolerates clay soil and black 

walnut

S Myrica pennsylvanica Northern Bayberry Birds NE 
US x x x x x Yellowish 

green May 5-10' x x x x x x x Tolerates poor soil, clay, wind, 
salt spray

S Rhododendron maximum Rose Bay or Great 
Rhododendron

Ruffed grouse, turkey, 
beavers Y x x x x x White, pink May-Aug 15' x x x

S Rhododendron 
periclymenoides

Pink azalea, 
Pinxterbloom Birds Y x x x x Pink white Apr-May 3-10' x x x x Erosion control

S Rhododendron viscosum Swamp azalea Hummingbirds, 
butterflies

NE 
US x x x x White, pale 

pink May-July 3-5' x x x Tolerates Rabbits and Wet soil

S Rhus aromatica Fragrant sumac Birds, Butterflies Y x x x x x Yellow April 2-6' x x x x
Tolerates rabbits, drought, 
erosion, clay, black walnut. 
Gro Lo nice shorter variety

S Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Birds Y x x x x x Greenish 
yellow June-July 15-25' x x x Tolerates rabbits; clay, dry and 

rocky soil and black walnut

S Rosa carolina Carolina Rose Birds, Butterflies Y x x x x Pink May 3-6' x x x x x x Well drained wet soil, full sun

S Rosa paulustris Swamp Rose Birds, Butterflies Y x x x Pink June-July 3-6' Tolerates wet soil

S Sambucus canadensis Elderberry Bees, beetles, birds, 
turtles, Turkey and Quail Y x x x x x x x White Jun-Jul 6-12' x x x x
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G= Grass   P=Perennial  V=Vine T=Tree  S=Shrub  Gcvr= Groundcover
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Notes

S Vaccinium angustifolium Lowbush blueberry Birds, Butterflies and 
Turtles Y x x x x White, Pink May 8-12'' x Edible berries

S Vaccinium corymbosum 
'Patriot' Highbush Blueberry Birds, Butterflies and 

Turtles Y x x x x x White, Pink Apr-May 6-12' x Edible berries

S Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood 
viburnum Butterflies, Bees, Birds Y x x x x White May-June 6-10' x x x x x Tolerates clay soil and black 

walnut

S Viburnum prunifolium Black Haw Butterflies, Bees, Birds Y x x x x x x White Apr-May 26' Drought tolerant and clay soils

T Aesculus parviflora Bottlebrush buckeye Hummingbirds, 
bumblebees, butterflies Y x x x x x White June-July 8-12' x x x x x x

T Aesculus pavia Red buckeye Hummingbirds Y x x x x Red April-May 12-15' x x Tolerates clay soil

T Amalanchier canadensis Serviceberry Birds, Turkey Y x x x x x x White Apr-May 35-50'

T Asimina triloba Paw paw Raccoons, squirrels, 
opposum Y x x x x x Maroon April-May 15-30' x x Tolerates black walnut, needs 

2 clonal varieties to fruit

T Betula nigra River birch Birds Y x x x Greenish 
yellow April-May 40-70' x x x Tolerates drought, clay, wet 

soil, black walnut and air 
pollution

T Carya ovata Shagbark hickory Butterflies, moths Y x x x x Greenish 
yellow April-May 70-90' x x Tolerates clay soil, Black 

Walnut

T Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Birds, Butterflies Y x x x x x Green April-May 40-60' x x Tolerates drought, clay soil, 
wet soil and air pollution

T Cercis canadensis Redbud Birds, Butterflies Y x x x x x Pink April 20-30' x x x x Tolerates clay soil, nice fall 
foliage

T Chionanthus virginicus White Fringetree Birds Y x x x x x x White May-Jun 12-20' x x x x Tolerates clay soil, Black 
Walnut

T Cornus florida Dogwood Birds, Butterflies Y x x x x x x Purple, Pink Apr-May 10-35' x x x x x Tolerates clay soil, nice fall 
foliage

T Ilex opaca America holly Birds Y x x x x x White May 15-30' x x x x x x beautiful red berries in winter, 
tolerates clay soil
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Notes

T Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar Birds Y x x x x x 20-50' x x x x x Tolerates erosion, drought, 
dry soil, rocky soil, black 

walnut, air pollutionT Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia Sweetbay silkmoth, birds Y x x x x x x White May-Jul 30' x x x x Tolerates clay soil

T Malus angustifolia Southern crabapple Birds, Butterflies Y x x x Pink April 15-20' x Tolerates air pollution

T Morus rubra Red mulberry Birds Y x x x x Green Mar-Apr 35-50' Tolerates drought and air 
pollution

T Prunus serotina Black or Wild 
Cherry Birds Y x x x x White Apr-May 40-60' x Tolerates black walnut

T Quercus alba White Oak Birds Y x x x May 80-100' Tolerates drought, clay and 
rocky soil, black walnut

T Quercus marilandica Black Jack oak Birds Y x x x x May 20-40' Tolerates drought

T Quercus paulustris Pin oak Birds Y x x x x April 50-70' Tolerates wet soil

T Sassafrass albidum Sassafrass Butterflies, Bees, Birds Y x x x x x Yellow, Green Apr-May 35-50' x x x x Tolerates drought and clay soil

V Campsis radicans Trumpet Vine Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x Orange Jul-Sept 30' Can grow invasively, need to 

be cut back

V Clematis virginiana Virgin's Bower Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x White Jul-Sep 6-12' Can grow invasively, need to 

be cut back

V Wisteria frutescens American Wisteria Butterflies Y x x x x Purple Apr-Aug 15' x Showy, fragrant

V Lonicera sempervirens Honeysuckle Butterflies, 
Hummingbirds Y x x x Coral Apr-Jul 10-12'
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